CHAPTER XIV
THE DECLINE OF THE PAPACY
THE First Crusade had been preached by Urban II when he
was an exile from his own See of Rome, and his successors
during the whole Crusading era were likewise faced with
rebellion among the Roman people. The citizens hankered
to set up a republic which would revive the ancient glories of
Rome and they refused to recognise the temporal authority
claimed by the Holy See. There were few popes of the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries who had not to flee from
Rome, and some of them were not even allowed to enter it.
The people often had strong support in their struggle with
the papacy, for the German Empire was engaged in a bitter
feud with the Holy See and was eager to foster rebellion
against the popes.
Henry IV, the imperial ruler, had set up an anti-pope,
Guibert, in opposition to Urban II; and for nearly two
hundred years the Church was frequently to have its pope
elected by the cardinals and bishops and its anti-pope backed
by the Emperors. The quarrel between the Church and the
Empire at the end of the eleventh century related to the
question of investitures, a quarrel in which all Christendom
was involved at one time or another. The Church claimed
that no layman could install a bishop or abbot in office, and
that any prince who dared to attempt such investiture was
properly subject to excommunication. It was the practice of
the Emperor to choose the nominees for the great positions of
the Church within his territory, and for political and economic
reasons, as well as for the sake of prestige, Henry rejected
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